Regulations for the Yorkshire Squash League & Yorkshire Cup 2007-08
The Competition

1. The Yorkshire League will be organised by the League Secretary who is a member of, and responsible to, the Committee of the Yorkshire Squash Rackets Association.

The Competition for the Men's League will be for three divisions, (Premier, Divisions 1and 2). All trophies must be duly engraved and returned to the League Secretary, two weeks before the Annual General Meeting failing which is a fine of £10 per trophy will be levied to the club concerned together with any cost incurred in engraving the trophy.

2. The competition is open to clubs affiliated to England Squash. All registration fees (to both Yorkshire and England Squash) must be paid by the first fixture date. Failure to do so may result in exclusion from the League.

3. The Men’s competition is for teams of five players and four players in the Ladies league who are members of the clubs concerned as defined in Rule 5 below.

4. The composition of the Yorkshire Squash League will be determined annually by the Committee of the YSRA. No more than two teams from any one club shall compete in the same Division of the League.

Qualification of Players

Rule 5.

a) To avoid any problems with residential and eligibility status it will be the responsibility of the clubs to provide evidence of residential status. Failure to do so will result in the assumption that the player is to be classed as a “non Yorkshire player".

b)  
Unregistered and new club members will be allowed to play in the competition 14 days after the League Secretary has been informed. Permission will only be granted if they could still comply with Rule 5(C). They shall be nominated to play for one team only, which must be appropriate to their standard of play, and shall not play for any other team except by the League Secretary's special permission.

c)
Players at first, second and third strings must have played in two matches by the first fixture date in the second half of the season to be able to participate in the remainder of the matches. Players at fourth and fifth strings are not required to have played in the two matches provided they have fulfilled the registration requirements and the team plays in order of merit.

d) 
A player may wish to change the club he/she represents during the season. Permission to do this must be sought from the League Secretary. Should permission be granted, the player may not represent his/her first club during the remainder of the season. He/she will not be permitted to play for the new club for two weeks after permission has been granted.

e) 
Any club contravening these qualification rules may be automatically relegated or penalised at the discretion of the YSRA Management Committee.

Restrictions on Players

Rule 6.       

a) Each club will complete the player register and forward it to the League Secretary at least two weeks before the first match, nominating players for each separate team in the League. Nominations will be made in order of merit. Where a club has two teams playing in the same division nominations will be in parallel ie. Team A will nominate its players as will team B. Two nominated players must play at any one time for the side which they are nominated. in their highest order. Only players playing at numbers 3, 4 or 5 may play across.
b) No player nominated for a higher ranking team will be allowed to play for a lower ranking team.

c) Players playing for higher ranked teams, but not nominated for them, will be allowed to play a total of 6 (4) times for the higher teams, before committing themselves to the higher teams. A player in this situation shall be committed to that higher team they represent on the 7th (5th) appearance. NB the figures in brackets refer to the Ladies' Divisions.

d) Two nominated players will play in each match. In the absence of which, dispensation must be sought from the League Secretary.

e) If, however, for good reason (eg new members joining the club) a club wishes to play a player previously committed to a higher ranking team in a lower ranking team, they may apply to the League Secretary for dispensations; that player will no longer be eligible to play in a higher ranking team during the remainder of the season.

f) Only three players who are ineligible to play for Yorkshire (see England Squash regulations on eligibility) will be allowed to play for any one team.




Exceptions as follows

· Players who have resided in the county for the last two seasons and who continue to reside in the county.

· For the Premier league only Non Yorkshire players who are non resident but who have played for the same club for five consecutive seasons will be allowed dispensation to play for that club, but only after confirmation with the League Secretary.

· Students attending full time courses at Yorkshire institutions will be classed as residing permanently

· A student who attends an academic institution outside of Yorkshire but whose county of origin is Yorkshire can still play as an eligible player.
· There is no limit to the number of ineligible players a club may register. However, the county committee will have the power to exercise discretion in applying this rule.

Match Management

Rule 7. 

a) Fixture dates of each season will be set by computer, based on information supplied by clubs. Fixture lists will be available on the Resultszone web site in good time before the start of the season.
b) Each team will play two matches, home and away, against each other team in the division and shall gain one point for each game won within a rubber and 5 points for an overall victory (20 points at stake per match). All matches allocated for the first half of the season must be played by the end of the first half of the season. Doubling up of matches from the first half of the season to the second half will not be allowed under any circumstances.
c) Three players from each team must arrive 10 minutes before the start of the match, this being 7.30pm for all Premier and Division 1 matches, and the other two players within 30 minutes of the start time. Ties will be forfeited by those players who do not fulfil this requirement, unless prior arrangement has been made by the two team captains. If a player has failed to turn up ten minutes after the rest of the match has finished, the team shall be deemed to have played out of order (if applicable).

d) Each team will play in order of merit. Match cards will be exchanged showing team playing order, before the match starts and may not be changed afterwards. The order of play will be 3, 5, 1, 4, 2, unless otherwise agreed.

e) All matches will be completed on the day of the fixture and must take place entirely on the home courts.

f) All matches must be marked. The home team shall be responsible for providing markers/referees - unless otherwise agreed. All Premier league matches must be refereed by an England Squash qualified official, as will the Finals of the Yorkshire Cup.

g) Where a club enters more than one team in the League, the top two teams will, as far as possible, play on the same night.

h) Where a club fails to honour a fixture, it shall be penalised 20 points. A second offence shall mean automatic relegation. The offending club will be fined £50 as out of pocket expenses to the offended club.

i) Home clubs will be responsible for ensuring adequate court time is available and for reporting the results, with names and players and full scores by using the official match cards, as soon as possible after play. 5 points will be deducted by the League Secretary from the home team match score in the event of a match card being postmarked more than 7 days after the fixture date. It is the responsibility of the winning team captain to return the result card within the time scale specified.

j) Permission to rearrange will not be given unless there is a definite date agreed by both teams for the match to be played. If no agreement is made then the points will be awarded to the team that can meet the original date and the offending club will be penalised under Rule 7h.

g) All Men's Premier and First Division fixtures must be played on a Wednesday night.

h) All matches must be completed by the third Wednesday in April, unless the YSRA decide that the season should be extended

i) The home team should provide adequate refreshments and hospitality after the match. It is courtesy to inform home captains, in advance, if any players will be leaving immediately after the match or that visiting teams will not be stopping.

j) All matches allocated for the first half of the season must be played by the end of the first half of the season. Doubling up of matches from the first half to the second half of the season will not be permitted.

k) Any infringement of the above Rules may be referred to the Disciplinary Panel of the Yorkshire SRA.

Promotion and Relegation

Rule 8.  

 Promotion and relegation at the end of each season will normally be as follows, but will depend on the composition of the League as laid down in Rule 4.

Men

Premier Division
 
Division 1     1 up, 1 down 

Division 1

Division 2     2 up, 2 down

Promotion and relegation will be decided by the number of points won by relevant teams over the course of the season. In the event of the number of points “for” being the same, the number of points “against” will decide promotion and relegation. In the event of both the points being the same at this stage, the points won by the teams in the two matches of the season will come into consideration. 

If the points difference is still the same then a play off match at a neutral venue will take place to decide promotion or relegation.

Rules of Play



Rule 9.  

a) The rules of pay will be those approved by England Squash.

b) The ball to be used in all divisions will be the approved Dunlop double yellow spot. The same type of ball will be used in all ties of any one match.

Disputes

Rule 10.


All disputes will be notified in writing to the Yorkshire League Secretary within 14 days of the relevant incident. For any infringement of the regulations, the League Secretary is empowered to use his/her own judgement, taking all factors into account, and may refer this to the Management Committee at his/her discretion. Clubs have the right of appeal to the Committee. Any infringements of the above rules may be referred to the Disciplinary Panel of the Yorkshire SRA.

